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Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11am 

Sunday Fellowship 9:30am 

Sunday School 9:45am 

Christmas Eve 7pm & 11pm 

Christmas Day 11am 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 What does it mean to you that Christ has come?  As we find ourselves moving from a time of giving 
thanks to the Lord for all the blessings he has given us to a time of preparation for the coming of the Christ 
Child, what is this season all about? 

 Thanksgiving was a day to look at all the blessings that God had given us over the past year and to say 
thank you for those blessings.  It was a day to acknowledge where those blessings came from and to acknowledge 
that we didnõt deserve them.  None the less, God gives them to us, and so we are grateful.  This is what     
Thanksgiving has always been from its beginning with the Pilgrims when the Mayflower landed at Plymouth.  It is 
what Abraham Lincoln had in mind when he made it a national holiday right before he gave the Gettysburg     
Address.  It has always been and should always be a time of giving thanks to God. 

 Advent and Christmas also have their origin in giving thanks.  Advent has always been the four weeks  
before Christmas, and it has always been a time in which we prepare for the coming of Christ.  During this time 
of preparation we give thanks for all that God has done in our lives, especially because Christ has come, and we 
prepare ourselves for Christõs second coming.  We finally reach Christmas Day where we remember his birth, his 
life, and his sacrifice for all the world.   

 In these seasons of remembrance and thanksgiving, it is easy for us to lose track of what it is all about.  
During Thanksgiving it is easy to focus on the food and the day off of work instead of giving thanks to the     
provider of all things.  During the Advent and Christmas Seasons it is easy to focus on gifts, parties, and lights 
rather than on remembering the One who came into the world that you might know a new and abundant life. 

 How will you thank and celebrate God this season?  How will you make it different than in years past?  In 
making it different, how will you let the world know that itõs not about all the distractions, but itõs about the one 
who gives it all and has given it all through his son Jesus Christ.  Think about this time, what it means to you and 
your family, and how you will faithfully serve God during it. 

         Merry Christmas and God Bless You, 
      
  Pastor Jude & Family 



Jr. Youth (5th-7th Grade) - We will meet on Sunday,   

December 4th at 6:30pm and will be playing dodge ball as 

well as having a lesson on Christmas. 

Sr. Youth (8th-12th Grade) - We will meet on December 

11th at 6:30pm.  We will continue our Christian music 

study and will play dodge ball during our game time. 

Both Groups - We will be meeting at 5:30pm on         

December 11th to put together Luminary Kits that the 

youth are selling.  We should be done by 6:30pm. 

Christmas Caroling - All youth are invited to go caroling 

on Tuesday, December 20th.  We will meet at the church 

at 6:45pm and return by 8pm for refreshments. 

Youth Ministry Update 
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In December, Windy Kids will meet on 

Wednesday the 14th from 6:45pm to 7:45pm.    

We continue to use the Veggie-Tale stories, 

make crafts and play games.  There have been 

about 14 children attending.  Each week there is 

a different parent that leads the gathering.  We 

are very thankful to all the parents for their 

help.  Please remember that this is not just a 

church event and that community children are 

welcome as well, so feel free to invite your 

neighbors and friends.  Windy Kids starts at age 

3 and goes up to the 4th Grade.  If you have 

any questions please contact Emily Urso. 

Windy Kids Update 

MENõS 2nd MONDAY BREAKFAST 

     Thanks to all of the men who attended the November 7th breakfast.   A very special thank you to Ed Bickar, 
who presented a slide show and discussion of his recent bicycle trip from Washington, DC to Pittsburgh.   As 
some of you may recall, Ed was the guest speaker at the inaugural Menõs Breakfast after he had just ridden      
coast-to-coast. Weõre looking forward to Edõs next adventure.   

     Head chef Bob Johnston, still recovering from knee replacement surgery, was able to join 
us for breakfast; however, the cooking was left to the able hands of assistant chefs John 
Allman, Bill McVicker, and John Perry.   

     The December breakfast will be held on Monday December 12th at 8:30 in Fellowship 
Hall.  Guest speaking arrangements are in the process of being finalized and will be 
announced at a later time.  All men, and friends, of the church are invited. Reservations are 
not required. 

WOMENõS FORUM 

     Women's Forum is accepting the following items as donations for the Washington County Women's Shelter 
during the month of December: batteries (all sizes), flashlights, night lights, paper products (paper towels, toilet 
paper, paper plates, styrofoam cups) and over the counter medications such as Tylenol (Infants and adult), Advil 
PM, and Midol. Please place items in the plastic bin located near the Pastor's study. 

     At the next meeting on Tuesday, December 13, at 7:00 p.m., Womenõs FORUM will 

make poinsettia ornaments.  Supplies needed are 1 paper towel tube cut in half or 2 toilet 

paper tubes.  These need to be painted red with red glitter paint, or red with a coating of red 

or gold glitter glue on top.  They need to be painted outside and inside and should be    

completely dry before the meeting.  You can bring the tubes in ahead of time to the office, and they will be 

painted for you.  You will also need scissors, a glue gun with glue or instant glue dots (Zots), one ribbon, or   

anything you like to tie on to hang up your ornament.  Jennifer promises they are easy to make, and they turn out 

really pretty. 


